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men3 and in values of merchantable articles, there is no
experience more useful in their lives.

The writer recalls no duty more pleasant nor more interesting
In his long professional career. The friendships formed then
have been lasting.

The new inspector, on assuming the duties of the office, dis-
covered that there had been some friction over appointments of
light-keepers between the collector of the port and his predecessor.
He decided not to inherit any of the differences of his prede-
cessor and, in fullest justice to every employee, to form his own
impression of their capacity, regardless of the influence of other
opinion. Kather was it held to be right that each one under his
authority should establish his efficiency and worthiness in the
estimation of the new inspector by his own work, uninfluenced
by any predilection for or against him. With this spirit at heart,
a call was made upon the collector of the port, Hon. Alanson
Beard, whose office, under the regulations as Superintendent of
Lights of the Second District, gave him authority to nominate
for appointment all persons to fill vacancies in the lighthouses.
Mr. Beard was found to be a most affable and genial gentleman,
and a very reasonable man in his views and opinions. He agreed
at once with the inspector that both officials were interested only
in securing good and reliable men for the lighthouse service.
To this end an arrangement was reached that no one would be
nominated until his qualifications for the place had been deter-
mined by examination. This agreement was adhered to for the
three years of the new inspector's duties and association with
the collector.

Commander Ames, a life-long friend and classmate, bore with
him, in retiring from the office, the kindly regard and respect of
the employees of the lighthouse district.

He suggested to his successor the possible chance of some
difficulty in keeping the light-ships at all times in as excellent
order as the light-stations on shore, owing to the severity of
weather and their greater exposure to the elements. He was of
opinion that this task had engrossed his attention more than all
eke in the district, and intimated that this might be a field where
jniiefa good work could be accomplished. The masters and crews
of these vessels were all capable seamen, who had learned theirished material. As a
